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respect, seems to have fallen on Anthony Munday,
for Francis Meres, In his Important list of the
principal living dramatists given in his Palladis
Tamia in 1598, characterises Munday as "our
best plotter". The distinction thus bestowed
upon him largely accounts for the fact that
Munday's name so frequently figures in the list
of collaborated plays written for the Admiral's
Men at the end of the sixteenth and the beginning
of the seventeenth centuries. It was so high an
honour that it won for him some years later the
malice of Ben Jonson, The egoistic author of
Tto Case Is Altered took good care that no under-
standing person should remain In doubt as to
whom was aimed at In the Antonio Balladino of
that play* He makes that purely episodic character,
(he appears in one scene only) say, "Let me have
good ground* no matter for the pen; the plot
shall carry it"; and Master Onion ironically
replies, "Indeed that's right, you arc in print
already for the best plotter".1
There needs no ghost from the grave to tell
1 First printed in 160^ TfaCaseisA/twd dates fromx597,
hut the play was revised several years later for performance
at the BuiCKfmra, at which time the Antonio Balladino scene
was added, ptobably in substitution for something else.
See Chambers, jjftf BK^ahthan Ato, in, pp. 5S7""8* *ko
C H.                    Percy Simpson, Ben Jonson, i, pp. 305-6.